[Pulsed radiofrequency treatment in idiopathic and secondary glossopharyngeal neuralgia: preliminary results in 2 cases].
To describe the use of pulsed radiofrequency (PRF) to treat 2 cases of glossopharyngeal neuralgia, 1 idiopathic and 1 secondary. The first case involved a man diagnosed with Hodgkin's lymphoma involving the tonsils and manifesting as glossopharyngeal neuralgia that was refractory to all treatment approaches tried, including opioids and neuromodulation. The second case involved a patient diagnosed with essential glossopharyngeal neuralgia that was also resistant to drug treatment. The PRF procedure was performed in the operating room on an outpatient basis, under fluoroscopic guidance and with conventional monitoring. No perioperative events were reported. The treatment was effective for both patients, leading to decreases in visual analog scale pain reports between 5 and 7 points that were maintained over 6 months, although improvement for the patient with essential neuralgia was less intense and of shorter duration. Overall self-reported improvement assessed subjectively 6 months after PRF was 75% for the patient with Hodgkin's lymphoma and 50% for the patient with essential neuralgia, for whom a second PRF procedure was scheduled. Neither patient suffered complications or side effects that were potentially attributable to the procedure. PRF seems to be a safe, effective approach to treating neuralgia of the glossopharyngeal nerve, whether the condition is essential or secondary to another process. It is possible that if the condition is secondary, the clinical response may be greater in intensity and last longer.